CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. & method comprising: 

2 trapping initializing data of a first interrupt type to a 

3 first interrupt controller; 

4 re-routing the initializing data of the first interrupt 

5 type to a\ second interrupt controller; and 

6 configuring the second interrupt controller to manage 

7 interrupts \of the first interrupt type. 

s l 2. The metlhod of claim 1, wherein trapping initializing data 

2 of a first interrupt type comprises: 

3 configuring a system management interrupt to recognize 

4 initializing pata of a first interrupt type. 

1 3. The methou of claim 1, wherein initializing data of the 

2 first interrupt^ type comprises a plurality of command words and 

3 a first command \word begins the initializing of the first 

4 interrupt controller, configuring a system management interrupt 

5 to recognize initializing data of a first interrupt type and re- 

6 route initializing! data to the second interrupt controller from 

7 the first command vlord. 
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4. \he method of claim 1, wherein the first interrupt 
controller comprises an 82C59 controller and the second 
interrupt controller comprises a advanced programmable interrupt 
controller. \ 

5. A machine readable storage media containing executable 
program instructionsNwhich when executed cause a digital 
processing system to perform a method comprising: 

trapping initializing^ data of a first interrupt type to a 
first interrupt controller;\ 

re-routing initializing cbata of a first interrupt type to a 
second interrupt controller; and\ 

configuring the second interrupt controller to manage 
interrupts of the first interrupt type. 

6. The media of claim 5, wherein trapping initializing data of 
a first interrupt type comprises: \ 

configuring a system management interrupt to recognize 
initializing data of a first interrupt type. \ 

7. The media of claim 5, wherein initializing daVa of the 
first interrupt type comprises a plurality of command words and 
a first command word begins the initializing of the fr^st 
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4 Interrupt controller, configuring a system management interrupt 

5 to\recognize initializing data of a first interrupt type and re- 

6 routeSinitializing data to the second interrupt controller from 

7 the firsK command word. 

1 8. The media, of claim 5, wherein the first interrupt 

2 controller comprises an 82C59 controller and the second 

3 interrupt controller comprises a advanced programmable interrupt 

4 controller. 
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9. A system comprising: 

a central processing u^it (CPU) ; 
a first bus coupled to tnte CPU; 

a first interrupt controller^ coupled to the first bus, 
operable to manage communication wi\h the CPU of interrupts of a 
first interrupt type; 

a second bus coupled to the CPU; 

a second interrupt controller, coupled\to the second bus 
and to the first interrupt controller, operablte to manage 
communication with the CPU of interrupts of a se\ond interrupt 
type; and 

a memory coupled to the second interrupt controller 
comprising a computer-readable medium having a computer\readable 
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4 purogram embodied therein for directing operation of the system, 

15 theV computer-readable program comprising: 

16 obstructions for managing interrupts of the first interrupt 

17 type by tfce second interrupt controller. 

1 10. The system of claim 9, wherein the computer-readable 

2 program further (comprises : 

3 instructions fipr trapping initializing data of a first 

4 interrupt type to thevfirst interrupt controller; 

_5 instructions for rerouting initializing data of a first 

!: J \ 

" ,: 26 interrupt type to the second interrupt controller; and 
£=J7 instructions for configuring the second interrupt 

}i ^8 controller to manage interrupts of the first interrupt type. 

fl \ 

ryl 11. The system of claim 10, wheredn the instructions for 

Ul \ 

;32 trapping initializing data comprise\ 

,33 instructions for configuring a syystem management interrupt 

4 to recognize initializing data of a firs^t interrupt type. 

1 12. The system of claim 10, wherein initializing data of the 

2 first interrupt type comprise a plurality of command words and a 

3 first command word begins the initializing of tnfe first 

4 interrupt controller, and the computer-readable program 

5 comprises instructions for configuring a system management 
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6 interrupt to recognize initializing data of a first interrupt 

7 tVpe and re-route initializing data to the second interrupt 

8 controller from the first command word. 

1 13. VThe system of claim 9, wherein the first interrupt 

2 controller comprises an 82C59 controller and the second 

3 interrupt controller comprises a advanced programmable interrupt 

4 controller . 



14. The system \of claim 13, wherein the second interrupt 
controller mantqewNlnterrupts of the first interrupt type 
exclusive of the f^lLrst interrupt controller. 
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15. ^system comprising: 

a central processing unit (CPU) ; 

first Vans of interrupt processing for managing 
communication ws^th the CPU of interrupts of a first interrupt 
type; 

second means of interrupt processing for managing 
communication with the CPl{ of interrupts of a second interrupt 
type; 

means for routing interru$*ts of the first interrupt type to 
the second interrupt processing means 
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ins for managing interrupts of the first interrupt type 

2 by the secon^i^terrupt processing means exclusive of the first 

3 interrupt processing ifte-sjis 
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